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Summary  of  Vital  Statistics. 

Area  in  statute  acres,  4,719. 

Population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1909  =  52,306. 

Total  births  =  1,070.  Boys,  552.  Girls,  518. 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  =  20*5.  Percentage  of  illegitimate 
Births  =  5*14. 

Total  Deaths  =  660  ;  rate  per  1,000  =  12*6. 

Death-rate  from  the  seven  chief  Zymotic  Diseases  =0*325. 

Deaths  under  one  year,  rate  per  1,000  Births  =  75*7. 

Percentage  of  Deaths  not  medically  certified  =  o*6o. 

Death  and  Birth-rates  in  England  and  Wales,  &c.  Oxford 
is  placed  among  the  142  towns  : — 


Birth 

Rate. 

Corrected 

Death 

Rate. 

Zymotic 

Death 

Rate. 

Infants  under  one 
year ;  rate  per 
1,000  Births. 

England  and  Wales 

25*6 

147 

1*12 

109*0 

76  Towns 

257 

15*6 

I  *42 

I  18*0 

142  Towns  - 

24*8 

H'5 

i  *08 

I  I  1*0 

Oxford 

,  20*5 

12*95 

0*26 

757 

ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


Medical  Officer's  Department, 

Town  Hall,  Oxford. 


To  the  Members  of  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  a  report  of  the  sani¬ 
tary  condition  of  the  district  during  the  year  1909. 

A  summary  of  the  vital  statistics  will  be  found  on  the 
opposite  page.  The  death-rate  is  the  same  as  that  in  1907, 
which  was  the  lowest  recorded  in  Oxford,  but,  for  com¬ 
parison  with  other  places,  the  figure  must  be  multiplied  by 
1 ’026,  as  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  our  population  is 
slightly  more  favourable  to  life  than  that  of  England  and 
Wales  as  a  whole.  The  corrected  death-rate  is  12*95,  quite 
a  satisfactory  figure. 

The  improvement  in  the  birth-rate  noted  in  1908  has, 
unfortunately,  not  continued,  and,  though  the  rate  is  not 
quite  so  low  as  in  1907,  it  is  considerably  below  the  average 
for  the  last  ten  years  and  among  the  worst  on  record. 

Although  the  number  of  children  born  in  Oxford  is  actually 
decreasing,  we  can  at  least  congratulate  ourselves  that  the 
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proportion  which  die  before  reaching  the  age  of  one  year  is 
considerably  less  than  io  years  ago,  and  the  figure  for  last 
year,  75'7  per  1,000,  is  something  really  to  be  proud  of. 
The  question  is  discussed  under  the  heading  ‘  Infant  Mor¬ 
tality.  ’ 

Things  move  slowly  in  Oxford — but,  though  there  have 
been  no  great  advances  and  no  sweeping  reforms,  there  has 
been  a  steady  improvement  in  the  sanitation  of  the  City. 

Dover’s  Row  is  no  more  :  nearly  seven  years  ago  the 
first  houses  were  closed  as  unfit  for  human  habitation,  and 
the  last  of  the  28  houses  ceased  to  be  occupied  five  years 
later.  During  the  past  year  the  whole  row  has  been  practi¬ 
cally  rebuilt,  and  Wingfield  Street  has  risen  up  from  the 
ashes.  The  work  was  done  by  private  enterprise,  and  has 
not  only  removed  a  blot  from  the  district,  but  has  provided 
28  wholesome  dwellings  of  a  type  much  needed. 

Mr.  H.  Minn  has  kindly  allowed  me  to  have  some  excellent 
photographs  reproduced,  which  give  a  very  good  idea  of  the 
row  before  and  after  restoration.  The  views  were  taken 
looking  down  the  row  from  Cross  Street  and  show  the  back 
of  the  left,  and  the  front  of  the  right-hand  side  respectively. 

The  general  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  courts 
and  yards  has  been  maintained,  and  more  sanitary  dustbins 
have  been  provided,  with  excellent  results. 

The  by-laws  for  ‘  Houses  let  in  Lodgings  ’  have  been 
applied  in  several  fresh  instances,  and  we  shall  this  year  be 
in  a  position  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  Common  Lodg¬ 
ing  Houses. 

The  widening  of  roads  and  the  erection  of  large  buildings 
are  from  year  to  year  sweeping  away  old  and  insanitary 
properties,  but  the  process  is  a  slow  one,  and  there  are  a 
few  courts  and  yards  which  cannot  much  longer  be  kept  in 
a  condition  fit  for  human  habitation  by  mere  patching. 

The  question  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  will,  I  hope,  be 
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seriously  considered  this  year.  Consumption  is  so  familiar 
to  all  of  us  that  we  take  no  notice  either  of  the  number  of 
victims  claimed  by  it  each  year,  or  the  loss  of  time  and  money 
caused  by  its  ravages.  Fifty  to  sixty  deaths  each  year 
from  a  preventable  disease  demand  attention,  especially 
when  we  remember  that  the  bulk  of  the  victims  are  wage- 
earners,  and  that  each  death  means  many  months  of  illness. 
It  is  no  easy  problem  to  deal  with  (popular  apathy  will  be 
one  of  the  greatest  difficulties  to  contend  against),  and  it 
will  cost  money,  but  against  this  we  must  set  the  gain  in 
lives  and  the  saving  in  sickness. 

Many  towns  are  already  facing  the  problem,  and  we  have 
only  to  work  along  lines  which  have  been  tried  and  proved, 
without  wasting  time  and  money  upon  experiments. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven  chief  zymotic 
diseases  was  only  17,  against  39  in  the  preceding  year, 
the  improvement  being  mainly  due  to  the  very  small  loss  of 
life  from  Diarrhoea,  while  the  13  deaths  from  Measles  last 
year  must  be  put  against  the  14  from  Whooping  Cough  in 
1908.  The  figures  for  the  past  36  years  will  be  found  in 
Table  X. 

The  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  reported  was 
182,  or  25  less  than  in  1908,  while  the  number  of  deaths 
was  only  one  (Scarlet  Fever),  against  two  from  Scarlet  Fever 
and  six  from  Diphtheria. 

Of  the  1 15  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  reported,  only  one  or 
0*87  per  cent,  terminated  fatally,  and  74  per  cent,  were 
treated  at  the  City  Hospital.  The  parishes  chiefly  affected 
were  Cowley  St.  John,  St.  Giles,  and  St.  Thomas 
(Table  IX),  but  there  was  no  very  definite  outbreak  at  any 
time. 
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The  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  showed  a  very  satis¬ 
factory  diminution,  only  36  occurring  as  against  59  in  the 
preceding  year. 

Seven  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  reported,  but  there 
were  no  deaths.  The  number  is  small,  but  the  disease  is 
one  which  must  be  treated  with  the  utmost  care,  and  no 
pains  must  be  spared  to  trace  and  remove  the  source  of  in¬ 
fection. 

Of  the  seven  cases,  two  had  only  been  in  Oxford  a  very 
short  time  and  almost  certainly  contracted  the  infection  else¬ 
where  ;  one  was  closely  connected  with  cases  of  the  disease  in 
a  neighbouring  village,  but  the  actual  source  of  infection  could 
not  be  traced  ;  and  in  the  fourth  there  was  the  probability 
of  infection  from  shell-fish.  Of  the  three  remaining  cases, 
in  one  no  source  of  infection  could  be  discovered,  while  the 
two  others  occurred  in  a  large  institution  where  the  drainage 
was  found  to  be  very  defective. 

Defective  drainage,  per  se ,  cannot  produce  Typhoid  Fever, 
but  once  the  infection  has  been  introduced,  it  remains  active 
for  a  long  time  and  is  a  constant  source  of  danger. 


Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Elementary  Schools. 

The  returns  received  each  week  by  the  Education  De¬ 
partment  from  the  Head  Teachers  are  a  valuable  means  of 
ascertaining  the  prevalence  of  minor  infectious  diseases  such 
as  Measles,  &c.,  and  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Wake,  the  Chief 
Attendance  Officer,  for  much  valuable  information  in  this 
respect. 

In  the  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria,  no  children 
are  allowed  to  return  to  school  from  an  infected  house,  or 
after  having  had  the  disease,  without  a  medical  certificate, 
while  in  the  case  of  the  latter  disease  the  certificates  are  only 
granted  after  a  bacteriological  examination. 
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The  number  of  certificates  granted  last  year  is  given  in 


the  following  table  : — 


Schools. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Infants. 

Tot. 

Sc.  F. 

Diph. 

Sc.  F. 

Diph. 

Sc.  F. 

Diph. 

Central 

2 

I 

8 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 1 

Cowley  St.  John 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

7 

2 

i  1 

East  Oxford 

1 

I 

2 

5 

1 

5 

1 5 

Holywell  . 

•  • 

•  ♦ 

•  • 

Q 

•  • 

•  • 

Holy  Trinity 

1 

1 

*  • 

0 

1 

1 1 

New,Hinksey  . 

5 

5 

•  • 

4 

14 

St.  Aldate’s 

1 

•  * 

•  • 

1 0 

1 1 

St.  Alo3^sius 

•  • 

r 

•  • 

•  • 

St.  Barnabas 

2 

3 

0 

1 

5 

1 

1  8 

St.  Clements 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

3 

•  • 

5 

St.  Ebbe’s  . 

•  • 

2 

I 

2 

1 

6 

St.  Frideswide  . 

2 

1 

.  . 

•  • 

3 

St.  Giles 

•  • 

5 

•  • 

•  • 

5 

SS.  Mary  and  John  . 

6 

5 

1 

9 

1 

22 

St.  Mary  Magdalen  . 

•  • 

•  ■ 

•  • 

•  * 

St.  Paul 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

St.  Peter-in-East 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

St.  Peter-le-Bailey 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

2 

SS.  Philip  and  James 

2 

*  * 

2 

3 

7 

St.  Thomas 

1 

1 

2 

3 

7 

Summertown 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

Wesleyan  . 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

Convent 

«  9 

1 

4 

•  ' 

•  * 

5 

Totals 

26 

10 

37 

16 

5i 

17 

iS7 

Sixty-two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  15  of  Diphtheria 
occurred  among  school  children,  but  it  must  be  remembered 
that  many  of  these  contracted  the  disease  in  their  own 
homes. 

In  the  case  of  Scarlet  Fever,  the  incidence  for  school  chil¬ 
dren  was  072  per  cent,  taking  the  district  as  a  whole,  while 
for  the  various  groups  the  figures  were  :  St.  Barnabas  and 
North  Oxford,  V22  per  cent.  ;  Central  and  also  South  Ox¬ 
ford,  o-g ;  East  Oxford,  072;  Friars,  0-65;  West  Oxford, 
0  2 1  ;  and  Summertown,  nil. 
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In  the  case  of  Diphtheria,  the  incidence  for  all  the  schools 
was  only  o‘i8  per  cent.,  the  Central  group  escaping  entirely. 


Measles. 

i 

Unfortunately  the  disease  was  very  prevalent  and,  during 
the  year,  affected  39  departments.  In  June  and  July  there  was 
a  sharp  outbreak  which  necessitated  closing  the  Infant  De¬ 
partments  of  East  Oxford,  St.  Frideswide’s  and  New  Hink- 
sey  Schools,  and  also  the  Girls’  Department  of  the  last 
named.  There  was  a  fresh  outbreak  towards  the  end  of 
October  affecting  chiefly  the  Friars  and  East  Oxford. 

An  outbreak  in  the  autumn  is  generally  far  more  serious 
than  in  the  summer  months,  as  lung  complications  are  more 
common,  and  the  outbreak  cost  the  City  thirteen  lives. 


Chicken  Pox  and  Mumps. 

Both  diseases  were  prevalent  during  the  early  months  of 
the  year,  but  there  was  no  serious  outbreak.  Although  both 
diseases  are  intensely  infectious,  they  are  attended  with 
practically  no  danger  to  life,  and,  in  the  case  of  young  chil¬ 
dren,  the  symptoms  are,  as  a  rule,  very  mild.  The  liability 
to  contract  these  diseases  decreases  with  advancing  years, 
but  an  attack  is  generally  far  more  severe  in  a  young  adult 
than  in  a  child. 


Whooping  Cough. 

Very  few  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  have  been  reported, 
but  Colds  and  Influenza  affected  the  attendance  of  most  of 
the  schools  in  February  and  March. 


Ringworm. 

Ringworm  was  reported  from  33  departments,  but  the 
number  of  cases  was  not  large. 
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Tuberculosis. 

The  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1908,  which 
came  into  force  on  January  1st,  1909,  provide  for  the  notifi¬ 
cation  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  poor  persons 
suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  by  the  Poor  Law 
officials. 

The  notifications  are  to  include  the  following  : — 

(a)  Persons  admitted  to  Poor  Law  Institutions  in  the 

district. 

(b)  Persons  attended  in  their  own  homes  by  District 

Medical  Officers. 

(c)  Persons  departing  from  Poor  Law  Institutions. 

( d )  Persons  attended  in  their  own  homes  who  have 

changed  their  abode. 

In  all,  34  notifications,  relating  to  28  persons,  of  whom  16 
have  since  died,  were  received  during  the  year,  viz.  : — 

Admitted  to  institutions  ...  ...  13 

Attended  in  own  homes  ...  ...  16 

Departing  from  institutions  ...  4 

Changing  abode  ...  ...  ...  1 

Thirteen  dealt  with  patients  admitted  to  the  Workhouse 
and  16  with  patients  treated  at  home,  while  the  remaining 
five  dealt  with  patients  leaving  the  Workhouse  or  their  own 
homes. 

The  homes  were  visited,  disinfection  carried  out  and  sani¬ 
tary  defects  remedied  as  far  as  possible,  but  the  class  of 
patients  to  whom  the  Regulations  apply  are  exceedingly 
difficult  to  deal  with,  especially  as  there  is  no  power  to  en¬ 
force  any  restrictions  whatever  upon  the  sufferers. 

To  deal  with  the  disease  we  shall  require  elaborate 
machinery,  and  I  hope  that  something  will  be  done  in  Oxford 
during  the  present  year. 
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Bacteriological  Work. 


1st.  Qr. 

2nd  Qr. 

3rd.  Qr. 

4th  Qr. 

Total. 

For  Enteric  Fever 

For  Pulmonary  Tuber- 

5 

3 

•  • 

i 

9  : 

culosis 

For  Diphtheria — 

6 

8 

4 

8 

26 

A — Cases  in  Hospital 

24 

25 

18 

2 

69 

B — Cases  in  the  town 

35 

33 

35 

28 

l3* 

Total 

70 

69 

57 

39 

235 

Cases  in  which  no  Diphtheria  bacilli  are  found  are  not,  as 
a  rule,  further  investigated,  but  it  is  highly  desirable  that 
the  milk  supply  should  be  known,  as  many  outbreaks  of 
Sore  Throat  have  been  reported,  apart  from  Diphtheria  and 
Scarlet  Fever,  due  to  bad  milk,  and  it  is  very  important  that 
no  time  should  be  wasted  in  dealing  with  this  trouble. 

Forms  are  now  being  issued  with  the  outfits,  on  which  the 
medical  attendant  is  asked  to  fill  in  the  milk  supply  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  other  particulars. 


Corporation  Hospitals. 


Fever  Hospital. 

Sc.F. 

Diph.  Other. 

Total. 

Admitted 

•  87 

26  — 

1 13 

Discharged 

.  88 

28  — 

1 16 

Died 

0 

O  — 

0 

Fatality  per  cent. 

0 

O 

0 

In  Hospital,  Jan.  1st 

16 

2  - 

18 

,,  ,,  Dec.  31st  .. 

•  15 

O  - 

*5 

Two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and 

one  case  of 

Diphthe 

were  admitted  to  the  Hospital  from 

outside  the  district. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  admitted 
each  month  : — 


1 

Month. 

Admitted. 

Daily  Number  in  Hospital. 

Days 
spent  in 
Hospital. 

Maxi¬ 

mum. 

Mini¬ 

mum. 

Average. 

Sc.  F. 

Diph. 

Other 

I  January 

3 

I 

18 

8 

I  1*87 

368 

February  - 

3 

4 

10 

7 

871 

244 

March 

9 

4 

13 

7 

9*74 

302 

1  April 

5 

1 

12 

6 

7'83 

235 

May  - 

8 

4 

15 

7 

9*77 

3°3 

June- 

3 

6 

14 

7 

10-3 

309 

July  - 

7 

2 

I  I 

8 

9*77 

303 

August 

4 

,  . 

13 

9 

1 1*29 

35° 

September 

14 

2 

l8 

4 

IO*33 

3IC 

!  October 

7 

,  , 

l8 

10 

1422 

441 

November 

7 

1 

9 

6 

7*5  3 

226 

December 

17 

1 

18 

8 

13*03 

404 

Total 

87 

26 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

3795 

The  total  number  of  days  spent  in  hospital  was  3,795? 
against  4,503  in  1908  and  2,872  in  the  preceding  year. 
The  Hospital  was  not  full  at  any  time,  as  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Diphtheria  were  never  very  prevalent. 

The  average  stay  in  Hospital  was  33*1  days,  as  against 
30'8  in  1908. 


Small  Pox  Hospital. 

The  Hospital  was  kept  ready  for  the  reception  of  patients, 
but  fortunately  there  was  no  occasion  to  use  it. 


Water  Supply. 

The  water  supplied  to  the  District  from  the  City  Water¬ 
works  has  been  satisfactory  throughout  the  year.  The 
following  figures  have  been  taken  from  the  monthly  reports 
of  the  Public  Analyst  to  show  the  quality  of  the  water  at 


12 


different  seasons  of  the  year.  The  figures  indicate  quantities 
as  grains  per  gallon  : — 


Month. 

Total  Dissolved 
Solid  Matter. 

Chlorine  in 
Chlorides. 

Ammonia,  free 

and  Saline. 

Ammonia, 

Albuminoid. 

Nitrogen 

in  Nitrates. 

Nitrogen 

in  Nitrites. 

Oxygen  required 

to  Oxidise  Or¬ 

ganic  Matter  in 

3  hours. 

January 

33'32 

r9 

’004 

'OIO 

•252 

O 

■035 

February 

22*96 

ri 

•003 

•005 

*154 

O 

•032 

March 

33-88 

2‘0 

'OOI 

•007 

‘287 

O 

•02  I 

April 

19-6 

I  ‘O 

•OOI 

'006 

•133 

O 

•OI  7 

May 

19-88 

I  '2 

"OOI 

*006 

•147 

O 

*OI5 

June 

2 128 

i '3 

•OOI 

*006 

•I05 

O 

•036 

July 

17-1 

1  'i 

•003 

-006 

'I  20 

O 

-028 

August 

1 9’°4 

ri 

•003 

•006 

•07 

O 

•027 

September  - 

2  2 -4 

1*2 

•003 

'006 

•063 

O 

•025 

October 

32-76 

r95 

•003 

•006 

•238 

O 

•023 

November  - 

24*08 

i*  1 

•003 

•007 

•l68 

O 

'007 

December  - 

36-68 

i-8 

•003 

•006 

'259 

O 

•016 

The  approximate  average  composition  of  the  total  solids 
is  as  follows  : — 


Sodium  Chloride 

9*2 

Sodium  Nitrate 

2-3 

Magnesium  Sulphate  (dry)  ... 

...  4-6 

Calcium  Sulphate 

9'2 

Calcium  Carbonate 

71*0 

Silica 

3'7 

Trace  of  potash,  iron,  &c.  ... 

IOO'O 

The  amount  of  calcium  carbonate  varies,  and  is  larger  in 
the  winter  than  in  the  summer. 


Infant  Mortality. 

Last  year  we  congratulated  ourselves  that,  for  three  years 
in  succession,  the  infant  mortality  rate  had  been  less  than 


*3 


ioo  per  1,000  births.  Now,  not  only  has  a  fourth  year  been 
added  to  the  sequence,  but  the  figure  has  fallen  to  75'7  or 
more  than  ten  below  the  record  established  in  1907. 

If  we  study  the  figures  for  the  last  35  years,  we  find  that 
the  average  rate  was  142*6  for  the  years  1875-1879,  followed 
by  137*1,  138*5,  and  io5'5  for  the  next  three  decennial 
periods  respectively.  In  1888  the  rate  was  102,  and  six 
years  later  (1894)  104,  but  it  was  not  until  1903,  when  the 
rate  was  94*7,  that  the  figure  fell  below  100.  The  figures 
for  the  following  years  were  112*7,  118*4,  97*5,  86*5,  94*4, 
and  last  year  75*7. 

In  Table  IV  will  be  found  the  number  of  births  and 
deaths,  under  one  year,  in  each  parish,  but,  in  the  majority 
of  instances  the  numbers  are  so  small  that  little  or  nothing 
can  be  deduced  from  them.  The  figures  for  the  last  eight 
years  are  available,  and,  if  we  add  them  together,  our  re¬ 
sults  will  be  far  more  reliable,  especially  if  we  mass  the 
parishes  together  in  which  the  total  births  in  eight  years 
amounted  to  only  about  100. 


1902-1909  (inclusive). 


Parish  of. 

Total 

Births. 

Total 
Deaths 
under  one 
Year. 

Rate  per 
1000  Births. 

Cowley  St.  John 

St.  Aldate 

St.  Clement 

St.  Ebbe  . 

St.  Giles  . 

St.  Thomas 

All  other  Parishes 

2267 

1059 

733 

1 1 2 1 

1440 

1642 

4T9 

212 

IO3 

95* 
i54 
n 3 

J59 

42 

93  '5 
97*o 
129*0 
137-0 
78*5 
97*o 
100*0 

Total 

8681 

00 

00 

IOI.O 

*  Includes  a  few  deaths  in  Oxford  Workhouse. 
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If  we  compare  these  figures  with  those  for  last  year,  the 
most  striking  point  is  the  very  low  rate  in  the  parish  of 
Cowley  St.  John,  and  as  about  one  quarter  of  the  total  births 
are  registered  in  that  parish,  it  is  obvious  that  this  must 
exercise  a  very  marked  effect  upon  the  rate  for  the  whole 
City. 

What  is  the  explanation  of  the  great  improvement  in  the 
infant  mortality  rate  during  the  past  few  years?  The 
problem  is  a  very  complex  one  :  the  rate  for  the  142  towns 
among  which  Oxford  is  placed  has  been  steadily  falling,  and 
last  year  was  only  111,  but  our  rate  has  fallen  to  a  much 
greater  extent,  and  some  special  local  explanation  must  be 
sought.  It  must,  of  course,  be  admitted  that  the  climatic 
conditions  last  summer  were  very  favourable  to  infant  life, 
but  this  will  not  explain  the  fact  that  the  rate  for  the  143 
towns  was  nearly  50  per  cent,  greater  than  that  of  Oxford. 
It  is  quite  unnecessary  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  a  very 
great  deal  depends  on  how  the  infant  is  fed  and  cared  for, 
and  we  cannot  get  away  from  the  fact  that  the  rapid  decline 
in  the  infant  mortality  rate  in  Oxford  began  with  the  in¬ 
auguration  of  the  Oxford  Ladies’  Health  Committee. 

In  my  last  report  I  gave  it  as  my  opinion  that  the  City 
was  indebted  to  this  band  of  voluntary  workers  for  the  lives 
of  many  little  citizens,  and  careful  observation  during  the 
past  year  has  only  served  to  strengthen  that  opinion. 

A  small  idea  of  the  work  done  can  be  gathered  from  the 
following  figures  : — 
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Number  of  Babies  born  in  1909  visited  by  Oxford 

Health  Committee. 


District. 

Number. 

Cowley  St.  John 

22  1 

St.  Aldate’s  .  . 

29 

Central  Oxford 

29 

St.  Clement’s 

7  2 

St.  Ebbe’s 

1 35 

St.  Paul  and  St.  Barnabas 

82 

St.  Thomas  .  . 

57 

Summertown 

69 

Total 

694 

In  addition  to  visits  paid  to  children  born  during  the  year, 
it  must  be  remembered  that  a  very  large  percentage  of  the 
792  infants  born  in  1908  were  also  kept  under  observation 
until  they  reached  the  age  of  one  year,  so  that  the  total 
number  of  babies  on  the  books  must  have  been  about  1,400. 

If  we  look  at  Table  IVa  we  are  at  once  struck  by  the  fact 
that  out  of  81  of  the  children  that  died  before  reaching  the 
age  of  one  year,  35  were  under  one  month  of  age,  and  24 
of  these  died  in  the  first  week  of  life,  while  25  of  the  deaths 
were  due  to  premature,  or  debility  at,  birth. 

The  large  number  of  deaths  in  the  first  few  weeks  of  life 
is  very  unsatisfactory,  especially  when  we  consider  that  still¬ 
born  children  are  not  included  and  that  it  has  been  calcu¬ 
lated  that  200  out  of  every  1,000  pregnancies  terminate  in 
miscarriage. 

The  care  of  an  infant  must  begin  long  before  its  birth, 
and  the  Health  Committee  have  this  past  year  attempted  to 
deal  with  the  problem  by  the  formation  of  a  Babies’  Wel¬ 
come  Club. 


i6 


The  question  of  illegitimacy  is  passed  over  too  lightly, 
but  directly  or  indirectly  it  is  an  important  factor  in  an 
infant’s  wellbeing.  The  figures  for  Oxford  are  not  large 
enough  to  lay  much  stress  upon,  but  there  were  55  illegiti¬ 
mate  children  born  last  year,  and  13  deaths  ;  or,  in  other 
words,  the  infant  mortality  rate  in  Oxford  for  legitimate 
children  last  year  was  67  per  1,000,  and  for  illegitimate  236, 

That  an  infant  should  not  die  in  the  first  year  of  life  is  a 
great  thing,  but  we  want  something  more.  Inspection  of 
the  school  children  has  shown  that  many  of  those  who  have 
survived  did  not  pass  through  the  ordeal  unscathed,  and  will 
be  handicapped  all  their  lives  as  a  result  of  neglect  and  bad 
feeding  in  their  infancy.  The  labours  of  the  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  have  induced  many  mothers  to  take  an  intelligent 
interest  in  the  wellbeing  of  their  infants,  and  I  confidently 
anticipate  that  not  only  will  fewer  and  fewer  infant  lives  be 
wasted,  but  also  that  we  shall  find  far  less  physical  unfitness 
among  the  survivors. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  Miss  Martin,  Superintendent 
of  Midwives  : — 

During  1909,  31  certified  midwives  notified  their  intention 
to  practice  in  Oxford,  and  in  addition  there  were  20  uncerti¬ 
fied  women  earning  a  living  by  midwifery.  To  these  and  to 
other  nurses  engaged  in  maternity  work  I  paid  193  visits 
during  the  year,  to  supervise  their  work  or  to  inspect  or 
advise,  and  to  warn  those  without  certficates  of  the  near 
approach  of  the  time  (April  1st,  1910)  when  they  will  no 
longer  be  allowed  to  act  as  midwives.  A  good  deal  of 
individual  instruction  was  given  to  those  who  are  certified 
but  have  not  had  the  advantage  of  hospital  training,  and  I 
also  gave  to  those  in  East  Oxford  a  course  of  lectures,  each 
of  which  was  followed  by  useful  discussion.  The  Rules  of 
the  Central  Midwives  Board  appear  now  to  be  better  under¬ 
stood,  if  one  may  judge  by  the  number  of  notifications 
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received  containing  particulars  of  abnormal  cases  for  which 
midwives  must  call  in  medical  help,  the  number  for  1909 
being  53,  and  for  the  3  previous  years,  5,  19,  and  33. 
The  number  of  still  births  notified  was  19,  as  compared 
with  11  last  year,  and  4  each  in  the  4  preceding  years.  The 
deaths  of  4  infants  were  also  notified,  these  occurring  when 
only  the  midwife  was  present. 

During  the  year  there  were  5  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever 
reported  by  doctors.  One  of  these  was  a  midwife’s  case, 
three  were  confinements  attended  by  a  doctor  and  a  certified 
midwife  acting  as  nurse,  and  the  remaining  case  was  under 
the  care  of  doctors  and  an  uncertified  woman. 

Three  of  these  patients  were  removed  to  the  Radcliffe 
Infirmary  or  to  a  nursing  home,  and  both  they  and  the  two 
who  were  nursed  at  home  recovered.  All  five  cases  occurred 
in  houses  that  appeared  to  be  in  excellent  condition,  and 
each  patient  received  careful  attention  before,  during,  and 
after  confinement.  Although  in  each  case  it  was  almost 
impossible  to  discover  the  cause  of  the  illness,  beyond  the 
fact  of  there  having  been  a  difficult  confinement,  the  five 
nurses  concerned  were  suspended  until  they  and  their  cloth¬ 
ing  and  appliances  were  satisfactorily  disinfected. 

I  have  to  report  the  death  of  one  certified  midwife,  who 
has  been  incapacitated  by  ill-health  for  some  time,  and  of 
two  uncertified  women  who  have  had  comparatively  large 
practices.  One  midwife  has  left  Oxford. 

Disinfectants  were  supplied  to  692  patients  in  response 
to  order-cards  sent  by  midwives. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901. 

A  large  amount  of  work  has  been  done  under  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  Act,  and  the  general  improvement,  noted  last 
year,  has  continued.  The  returns  of  outworkers  are  sent 
in  regularly  on  receipt  of  the  notices  sent  to  all  employers 
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in  January  and  July,  and  the  condition  of  the  premises 
where  the  work  is  done  is,  on  the  whole,  very  satisfactory. 
287  inspections  were  made  during  the  year,  and  none  of  the 
premises  were  found  to  be  ‘  unwholesome.  ’  Two  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  were  reported  in  the  houses  of  outworkers, 
and  the  patients  were  at  once  removed  and  the  premises 
thoroughly  disinfected. 

There  has  been  an  increase  of  55  in  the  total  number  of 
workshops  on  the  register,  but  the  number  of  sanitary  defects 
found  shows  an  actual  decrease. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  defects  are  want  of  cleanliness, 
owing  to  a  little  slackness  in  the  matter  of  limewashing  ;  the 
relatively  high  percentage  of  defects  in  the  case  of  the  bake¬ 
houses  is  due  rather  to  extra  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the 
Sanitary  Authority  than  to  decreasing  cleanliness  on  the  part 
of  the  occupiers. 


1.— INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 

Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspec¬ 

tions. 

Written 

Notices. 

1  Prosecu¬ 
tions. 

Factories  ------ 

(Including  Factory  Laundries.) 
Workshops  ------ 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries.) 
Workplaces  -  -  -  -  - 

5° 

561 

5 

5 

•  • 

Total  - 

6 1 6 

5 

•  • 
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2.— DEFECTS  FOUND* 


Number  of  defects. 

Numbei 
of  Prose¬ 
cutions. 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Reme¬ 

died. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  cleanliness  - 

Want  of  ventilation  * 

Overcrowding  - 
Other  nuisances  - 

Sanitary  ac-  j  insufficient  - 

commoda-  <  unsuitable  or  defective 
tion  (  not  separate  for  sexes  - 

35 

4 

3 

J3 

1 

5 

1 

31 

4 

2 

l3 

i 

5 

1 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act  : — - 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 
bakehouse  (s.  101)  - 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  require¬ 
ments  for  bakehouses  (ss.  97  to  1 00) 
Other  offences  - 

14 

*4 

•  • 

•  • 

Total  - 

76 

7i 

•  • 

•  • 

*  Verbal  notices  only  were  given  in  the  majority  of  cases,  some  of  which 
had  not  been  complied  with  on  Dec.  31st. 
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3.— HOME  WORK. 


NATURE  OF  WORK. 

OUTWORKERS’  LISTS,  SECTION  107. 

Number 

of 

Inspec¬ 
tions  of 
Out¬ 
workers’ 
premises 

Outworl 

in 

Infectec 

Prem¬ 

ises. 

Lists  received  from  Employers. 

Numbers  of 
Addresses  of 
Outworkers. 

Twice  in  the 

Year. 

Once  in  the 

Year. 

Received 
from  other 
Councils. 

Forwarded 
to  other 
Councils. 

Instan¬ 

ces. 

Lists 

Con¬ 

tractors 

Out¬ 

workers 

Lists. 

Con¬ 

tractors 

Out¬ 

workers 

;  Wearing  Apparel : 

(1)  making,  &c. 

l  I  2 

29 

966 

5 

.  . 

I  T 

I 

I  28 

264 

2 

(2)  cleaning  and 

washing 

.  • 

•  . 

l8 

.  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

IO 

•  • 

Furniture  and  Up- 

holstery 

8 

.  . 

14 

1 

.  . 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

IO 

•  « 

Church  or  Art 

Needlework 

' 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

•  • 

Total 

120 

29 

998 

6 

•  • 

14 

I 

128 

287 

2 

4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Number. 

Bakehouses 

Laundries 

Domestic  Workshops 

Other  .  . 

48 

54 

1 2 1 

406 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register 

629 

21 


5. -OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 

Number. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories: — 
Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Work¬ 
shop  Act  (s.  133) 

22 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by^ 
H.M.  Inspector  as  remediable 

Notified  by  H.M. 
Inspector 

14 

under  the  Public  Health  Acts, 
but  not  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  (s.  5)  J 

Reports  (of  action 
taken)  sent  to 
H.M.  Inspector 

I  2 

Other 

•  •  •  • 

Underground  bakehouses  (s.  101): — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year 

Nil. 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 

.  . 

4 

The  Inspector’s  Report. 

This  report  deals  at  length  with  the  work  done  in  the 
removal  of  nuisances,  disinfection,  &c.  Information  will 
also  be  found  with  regard  to  the  work  done  in  removal  of 
house  refuse,  road  scavenging,  public  bathing  places,  &c. , 
the  inspection  of  slaughter  houses,  dairies  and  milkshops, 
and  common  lodging-houses,  and  the  carrying  out  of  various 
Acts. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  L.  ORMEROD,  M.A.,  M.D., 

D.P.H.  (Oxon),  F.R.C.P., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


February j  igio. 
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1909  arranged  in  parishes. 
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TABLE  I.  Population  1901  Census. 


Civil  Parish. 

Area  in 

Statute 

Acres. 

Houses. 

Population. 

Inhabit¬ 

ed. 

Uninhabited. 

Build- 

ing. 

In  occu¬ 
pation. 

Not  in  oc¬ 
cupation. 

1891. 

1901. 

Binsey 

42  5 

14 

78 

54 

Cowley  St.  John 

603 

2427 

46 

69 

l9 

8668 

1 1061 

Holywell 

249 

143 

I 

8 

1 

709 

710 

Oxford  University, 

Colleges  &  Halls 

.  . 

77 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

252 

279 

St.  Aldate 

533 

1066 

27 

22 

27 

4091 

4883 

St.  Clement 

531 

692 

28 

3° 

.  • 

3533 

3365 

St.  Ebbe 

48 

978 

36 

27 

.  . 

4964 

4486 

St.  Giles 

1 43° 

2449 

90 

81 

3 1 

10548 

11877 

St.  John 

9 

32 

I 

2 

•  * 

9 1 

83 

St.  Martin  and  All 

Saints 

1 2 

96 

56 

2 

2 

633 

452 

St.  Mary  Magdalen 

42 

318 

45 

U 

•  • 

1733 

1377 

St.  Mary-the  Virgin 

1  2 

5° 

10 

2 

•  • 

224 

206 

St.  Michael 

15 

130 

90 

7 

•  • 

592 

586 

St.  Peter-in-the-East 

86 

9i 

13 

6 

5 

497 

366 

St.  Peter-le-Bailey  . 

1 1 

136 

45 

7 

•  • 

695 

656 

St.  Thomas 

7  1 2 

1785 

36 

28 

.  • 

8434 

8895 

Unnamed 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

City  of  Oxford 

47i9 

10484 

526 

306 

85 

45742 

49336 

TABLE  II.  Age  and  Sex  Distribution  of  the 

Population. 


All 

ages. 

0- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75- 

85- 

Persons 

49338 

4742 

47  0 

5I9° 

5247 

4777 

7649 

6207 

4791 

332i 

1897 

893 

107 

Males 

21827 

2390 

2357 

260 1 

2245 

1884 

3o83 

2704 

2095 

1 375 

794 

273 

26 

Females 

27509 

2352 

2358 

2589 

3002 

2893 

4566 

35°3 

2696 

1946 

1103 

420 

81 
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TABLE  III.  Vital  Statistics  of  the  whole  District. 


0 

>-* 

^  si 

Total  deaths  registered  in  the 

O 

2- 
c  2 

1  T3 

.2  c 

bX)0 

u  u 

Nett  deaths 

d) 

ts  >» 
s-g 

Births. 

•t-l  •  4-> 

C/3  ,-Q  CJ 

Cft 

at  all  ages  be¬ 
longing  to 
the  district. 

V  Q-.  2 

S  2-g 

Year. 

+->  ctf 
tn  d) 

r»  O 

Under  1  year  of 
age. 

At  all  ages. 

03 

jo; 

tS'5-2 

c  -.2 
O.S-T3 
T3  43 

is 

03  •  .2 

u  •Jpd 

"*0  flir 

.  ?  a  5 

Sig 

3-1 
a  2 

0 

Num¬ 

ber. 

Rate. 

Num¬ 

ber. 

Rate  per 
1000 
births 

Num¬ 

ber. 

Rate. 

«3 

ctf  rj 

H 

Or. 

4_>  (/}  *  r”' 

8*§> 

Q  g 

O-i  r 

03  C  W 
-C 

4-) 

03  <u 

4>  u 

Num¬ 

ber. 

Rate. 

Oh 

registered 

0  2 

I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

1 1 

I  2 

1 3 

1899 

48706 

1094 

22-3 

i59 

1 45  '5 

824 

1 6*9 

135 

55 

1 9 

788 

162 

I90O 

49066 

1 1 5 1 

23-2 

1 37 

I  I9O 

720 

i4*7 

126 

37 

34 

717 

14*6 

190I 

49426 

1132 

23-0 

i47 

I29‘5 

687 

13*9 

143 

28 

27 

686 

1 3*9 

1902 

49786 

1110 

22*3 

1 48 

133*3 

764 

i5’3 

1 63 

68 

3° 

726 

14*6 

i9°3 

5° 1 46 

1024 

20*4 

100 

97*6 

68l 

*3*5 

141 

52 

28 

657 

13*1 

I9°4 

5°5°6 

1100 

21*8 

1 24 

112*7 

707 

14*0 

i73 

85 

x9 

64 1 

12*7 

I9°5 

50866 

1081 

2  I  '2 

1 27 

n7*5 

7°9 

1  3*9 

1  70 

74 

28 

663 

13*0 

1906 

51226 

1 092 

2  1-3 

1 1 1 

101*6 

726 

14*2 

182 

7i 

35 

690 

13*5 

1907 

S^86 

1017 

1 9’7 

97 

95’3 

7  1 7 

r  3*9 

i87 

85 

20 

652 

I  2*6 

1908 

5r946 

1 186 

2  2  ’8 

1  16 

97*8 

732 

14*1 

174 

78 

20 

674 

12*9 

Average 

of  ten 
years. 

50320 

io99 

2  1*8 

1 25 

115*8 

727 

I4*5 

1 60 

63 

26 

689 

13*8 

T9°9 

52306 

1070 

20*5 

88 

82*2 

698 

i3*3 

1  10 

HH 

72 

34 

660 

I  2*6 

Rates  ia  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1000  of  estimated  population. 
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TABLE  IV.  Deaths  and  Births  distributed  among 

Parishes. 


I 

Civil  Parish  of 

Popu¬ 

lation, 

1901. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Deaths  under  1 

year,  rate  per 

1000  births. 

Num¬ 

ber. 

Rate 

0- 

I- 

5- 

65- 

Total 

Rate 

Binsey 

54 

3 

5-5 

,  , 

•  • 

,  • 

,  , 

,  . 

•  • 

Cowley  St.  John 

1 1 06 1 

281 

25'4 

18 

9 

66 

59 

!52 

13  7 

64 

Holywell 

710 

4 

5*6 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

2 

5 

7’° 

•  • 

Oxford  Univ.  (part)  - 

279 

.  • 

r  • 

•  • 

1 

.  . 

•  . 

1 

3*6 

•  • 

St.  Aldate 

4883 

139 

28*4 

14 

1 

3 1 

25 

71 

H*5 

IOO 

St.  Clement 

3365 

80 

23*7 

IO 

3 

28 

25 

66 

19-6 

125 

St.  Ebbe 

4486 

l33 

29*7 

14 

8 

3i 

20 

73 

16-3 

105 

St.  Giles 

11877 

177 

I4-9 

*3 

2 

49 

69 

1 33 

l  1*2 

73 

St.  John 

83 

.  • 

•  • 

.  . 

•  • 

1 

•  . 

1 

12.0 

•  • 

St.  Martin 

452 

9 

19*9 

•  . 

1 

•  . 

3 

4 

8-8 

•  • 

St.  Mary  Magdalen  - 

T  377 

1 2 

87 

I 

1 

7 

4 

13 

9*4 

83 

St.  Mary-the-Virgin  - 

206 

1 

4*9 

•  . 

•  • 

1 

5 

4 

i9*4 

•  . 

.St.  Michael 

586 

3 

5*1 

.  . 

•  • 

1 

2 

3 

5*i 

•  • 

St.  Peter-in-the-East- 

366 

5 

i3'7 

•  « 

•  • 

3 

1 

4 

io*9 

•  • 

St.  Peter-le-Bailey  - 

656 

1 1 

i6*8 

I 

•  • 

2 

3 

6 

9*i 

91 

St.  Thomas 

8895 

212 

23*8 

10 

8 

61 

45 

124 

i3'9 

47 

26 


TABLE  IVa.  Infantile  Mortality. 


<D 

V 

U 
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rd 
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d 

in 

ii 
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W 
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4-J 

d 
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i= 

c 
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d 

c/5 

C/3 
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CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 
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H 
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<D 
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<u 

C/5 

<D 

CD 
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X 

d 
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4-J 

d 
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X 

4-J 

d 
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d 

o 

4-) 

d 

o 

J- 
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o 

o 

o 

o 

O 

O 

o 

o 

o 

§ 

0 

<D 

XJ 

£ 
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S 
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S 
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CD 

o 

(N 

CD 
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oo 

On 

M 

i 

to 
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<N 

CD 

H 

H 
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'V 

ID) 

VO 

CO 

On 

(/) 

rC 

d 

o 


co 

X 

4-> 

OS 

<D 

OJ 

4-) 

O 

H 


i.  Common 
Infectious 
Diseases. 


ii.  Diarrhoeal 
Diseases. 


iii.  Wasting 
Diseases. 


iv.  I  uberculous 
Diseases. 


v.  Other 
Causes. 


(  Small-pox  - 
j  Chicken-pox  - 
|  Measles  -  -  - 

{  Scarlet  Fever 
j  Diphtheria  (including 
Membranous  Croup)  - 
(  Whooping  Cough  - 

f  Diarrhoea,  all  forms 
|  Enteritis,  Muco-enteri- 
■{  tis,  Gastro-enteritis  - 
j  Gastritis,  Gastro-intes- 
(  tinal  Catarrh. 

(  Premature  Birth  - 
|  Congenital  Defects 
|  Injury  at  Birth 
•{  Want  of  Breast-milk, 

Starvation 

Atrophy,  Debility, 
Marasmus 

/^Tuberculous  Meningitis 
j  Tuberculous  Peritonitis  : 
•{  Tabes  Mesenterica  - 
j  Other  Tuberculous 
^  Diseases  - 

('Erysipelas  - 

Syphilis  - 

Rickets  - 

Meningitis  [not  Tuber¬ 
culous)  - 

\  Convulsions  - 
Bronchitis  - 

Laryngitis  - 

Pneumonia  - 

Suffocation,  overlying  - 

,  Other  Causes 

Total 


1 

i 

2 

3 

i 

i 

1 

2 

i 

... 

3 

5 

2 

12 

4 

i 

4 

i 

i 

I 

18 

5 

i 

i 

l9 

5 

i 

6 

] 

i 

8 

3 

6 

i 

... 

i 

I 

i 

i 

i 

22 

I 

i 

I 

2 

I 

i 

i 

2 

I 

i 

... 

i 

i 

1 

2 

2 

6 

i 

... 

1 

2 

i 

i 

... 

... 

1 

i 

i 

... 

i 

... 

I 

... 

2 

1 

6 

i 

i 

i 

3 

... 

I 

6 

-4 

2 

3 

lO 

4I 

3 

6. 

9 

3 

3 

4 

8i  i 

under  One  Year. 


27 


TABLE  IVb. 


Causes  of  death. 


>> 

0) 

CO 

a 

S 


Measles  - 
Scarlet  Fever  - 
Diarrhoea 
Influenza 
Whooping  Cough 
Enteritis 

Other  septic  diseases 
Phthisis  - 

Other  tubercular  dis¬ 
eases  - 
Cancer 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 
Other  respiratory  dis¬ 
eases  - 

Alcoholism  and  cir¬ 
rhosis  of  liver 
Venereal  diseases 
Premature  Birth 
Heart  disease  - 
Accidents  -  - 1 

Suicides  &  Homi-  > 
cides  -  -  -  J 

All  other  causes 


Total 


1 

4_> 

c 

d 

r— t 

4~> 

m 

>1 

O 

• 

owley  St.  John. 

& 

"O 

U 

a 

3 

> 

r—* 

C 

X 

in 

V 

4-> 

C3 

"d 

< 

in 

4-J 

£ 

S 

<D 

O 

to 

0) 

43 

£> 
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e 

x 

C 

*— > 

.2 

d 

-1— * 

u 

a 

JU 

03 

bn 

03 

§ 

>. 

pfi 

> 

<U 

-G 

4-> 

>1 

. 

a 

JG 

0 

i 

d 

a) 

4-> 

h 

<u 

03 

P3 

ji) 

L 

0) 

4-J 

tn 

d 

E 

0 

43 

H 

42 

1? 

cl,  a 
d.2 

4-> 

in  G 

4-4  4-> 

<v  w 

X 

T) 

£ 

(f) 

4-> 

co 

CO 

CO 

CO 

4-> 

CO 

03 

s 

03 

s 

4-1 

CO 

4-> 

d) 

CL, 

0 

CL 

4-J 

CO 

T3  c 

<D 

U 

X 

O 

4-J 

CO 

St. 

4-1 

CO 

CO 

oi 

4 

1 

5 

3 

#  # 

I 

*  • 

I 

1 

I 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

4 

•  • 

1 

2 

2 

•  • 

3 

1 

1 

•  • 

3 

2 

1 

.  • 

I 

•  • 

4 

14 

I 

• 

7 

6 

8 

1 1 

•  ■ 

•  • 

I 

•  • 

15 

•  7 

4 

4 

1 

3 

I 

5 

22 

,  , 

,  , 

7 

10 

6 

22 

.  • 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

'4 

1 2 

15 

,  . 

v  , 

1 

3 

4 

7 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

I 

12 

5 

7 

•  • 

•  • 

6 

5 

5 

1 2 

I 

6 

5 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

•  • 

1 

4 

1 

1 

6 

.  . 

•  . 

2 

2 

9 

4 

1 

1 

13 

•  • 

•  • 

18 

7 

2 

23 

•  • 

I 

3 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

19 

22 

6 

•  • 

•  • 

5 

•  • 

5 

6 

5 

;  47 

A 

•  * 

22 

27 

24 

1  38 

I 

2 

6 

I 

3 

2 

43 

68 

• 

2  C 

51 

7i 

6f 

>7f 

5  13: 

5  1 

2 

1-0 

1  2 

1  3 

L 

1  £ 

124 

i37 
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TABLE  V.  Deaths  in  Public  Institutions. 


Residents. 

Nc 

11-Residents. 

Name  of  Institution. 

1st 

2nd 

’ 

3rd 

4th 

f  r>tn  1 

1st. 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Total . 

Qr. 

Qr. 

Qr. 

Qr- 

Qr. 

Qr. 

Qr. 

Qr. 

Radcliffe  Infirmary 

1 6 

18 

IO 

i7 

6i 

13 

19 

18 

I  2 

62 

St.  John’s  Hospital 

.  • 

.  . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

I 

I 

2 

City  Hospital 

•  « 

•  • 

.  . 

.  . 

.  . 

•  • 

•  • 

.  . 

Eye  Hospital 

•  • 

•  • 

.  . 

•  . 

.  . 

I 

I 

2 

Small  Pox  Hos- 

pital 

•  « 

.  # 

.  • 

.  . 

.  * 

.  . 

•  • 

.  . 

Oxford  Workhouse 

12 

5 

9 

*5 

4i 

.  • 

.  • 

,  , 

Headington  Work- 

house 

2 

5 

3 

i 

1 1 

•  • 

.  . 

•  a 

,  , 

Littlemore  Asylum 

7 

5 

3 

9 

24 

.  . 

.  . 

.  . 

,  # 

Warneford  Asylum 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

I 

3 

6 

Total 

37 

33 

25 

42 

137 

13 

2  l 

2  I 

17 

72 

TABLE:  VI.  CAUSES  AND  AGES  OF  DEATHS  WHICH  MAKE  UP  THE  NETT  DEATH-RATE. 
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TABLE  VII.  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases 

DURING  LAST  Ten  YEARS. 


Name  of  Disease. 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

Small  Pox 

1 

1 

14 

2 

*  • 

Scarlet  Fever 

39 

42 

66 

*75 

384 

472 

3M 

ss 

1 19 

1 1 5 

Diphtheria 

T3r 

122 

76 

63 

2 1 

19 

37 

67 

59 

36 

Typhoid  Fever 

24 

5 

5 

8 

5 

3 

3 

6 

6 

7 

Erysipelas 

36 

27 

28 

J9 

22 

3i 

59 

32 

2  i 

1 9 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

5 

2 

1 

•  • 

1 

2 

4 

4 

2 

5 

Total 

235 

199 

177 

< 

279 

435 

. 

527 

4i7 

167 

207 

182 

TABLE  VIII.  Ages  of  Cases  Notified  During  1909. 


Name  of  Disease. 

O-I 

i-5 

5-i5 

!5-25 

25-65 

65- 

Total. 

Small  Pox 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

20 

72 

17 

4 

•  • 

1 1  5 

Diphtheria 

10 

19 

4 

3 

J 

36 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

1 2 

IQ 

Puerperal  Fever 

•  • 

1 

4 

7 

c; 

Typhoid  Fever 

•  • 

•  • 

•  * 

3 

4 

•  • 

7 

Total 

3 

30 

92 

25 

27 

j 

5 

182 

30 


TABLE  IX.  Distribution  of  Cases  of  Notifiable  Diseases 

During  1909. 


Notified. 

Removed  to  Hospital. 

Parish. 

Small 

Pox. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Erysipelas. 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Total. 

Small 

Pox. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

1 

Total. 

Binsey 

,  , 

,  , 

.  , 

Cowley  St.  John 

26 

6 

3 

3 

I 

39 

1 

•  • 

22 

3 

25 

Holywell  . 
Oxford  Univer- 

I 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

sity  (part) 

I 

1 

.  . 

.  • 

•  , 

2 

1 

i 

St.  Aldate 

20 

5 

.  • 

1 

,  , 

26 

1  2 

2 

14 

St.  Clement 

5 

4 

I 

3 

1 3 

5 

4 

9 

St.  Ebbe  . 

9 

2 

3 

14 

9 

2 

1 1 

St.  Giles  . 

31 

12 

4 

1 

,  # 

48 

18 

9 

27 

St.  John  . 

St.  Martin  and 

•  • 

• 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

All  Saints 

St.  Mary  Mag- 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

dalen 

St.  Mary-the- 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

•  • 

■  • 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Virgin  . 

,  . 

,  , 

,  , 

,  . 

,  , 

•  • 

St.  Michael 

St.  Peter-in-the- 

2 

•  • 

•  * 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

2 

•  • 

2 

East 

St.  Peter-le-Bai- 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

ley 

,  , 

,  , 

,  , 

1 

1 

•  * 

St.  Thomas 

.  . 

j  8 

6 

5 

•  • 

1 

30 

O 

4 

2 1 

Total 

•  • 

“5 

36 

l9 

1  7 

5 

182 

85 

25 

1 10 

31 


TABLE  X.  Deaths  from  some  of  the 
Preventable  Diseases. 
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18 
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!3 
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83 

1875 
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1 

19 

5 

3 

8 

40 

•  • 

16 

107 

1 19 

1876 

1  1 

7 

2 

6 

1 2 

37 

4 

9 

104 

57 

t877 

•  • 

35 

9 

7 

2 

1 1 

n 

22 

1 

1 06 

103 

1 8  7  8 

•  • 

1 1 

9 

3 

3 

9 

54 

7 

29 

109 

149 

1879 

•  • 

2 

13 

5 

7 

9 

1 

6 

IOO 

93 

1 880 

8 

7 

2 

4 

47 

1 2 

2 

91 

>36 

1881 

[ 

14 

6 

4 

9 

17 

28 

22 

73 

94 

1882 

4 

84 

6 

4 

8 

25 

3 

1 3 

56 

104 

1883 

1 

9 

3 

6 

7 

J9 
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8 

82 
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3 

2 

4 
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2 1 

1 1 
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91 
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6 

87 
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1 6 
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1887 
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1 6 
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67 

7s 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S 


REPORT 


1909 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT, 

1909. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Office, 

Town  Hall,  Oxford, 

February ,  1910. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Oxford  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  annual  report 
for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1909. 

Inspections  of  Premises. 

With  a  view  to  the  detection  of  nuisances  and  insanitary 
conditions,  and  in  order  to  investigate  cases  of  alleged 
nuisances,  1,039  inspections  of  houses,  courts,  passages,  &c. , 
have  been  made  during  the  year,  and  the  particulars  re- 
corded  for  future  reference. 

It  should  be  mentioned,  however,  that  this  number  does 
not  include  the  inspections  made  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  or  those  of  Common  Lodging- 
houses,  or  Houses  let  in  Lodgings  or  re-inspections  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  if  defects  had  been  remedied.  Visits 
were  also  made  during  the  time  whilst  works  were  in  progress 
in  order  to  see  that  the  requisitions  were  being  properly 
carried  out.  On  numerous  occasions  I  have  been  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Abatement  of  Nuisances. 

In  699  instances  intimations  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
have  been  given  to  the  persons  responsible,  calling  upon 
them  to  abate  nuisances  or  remedv  defects  of  a  varied 
character,  and  in  only  68  of  these  cases  was  it  necessary  to 
refer  to  the  Sanitary  Committee  for  statutory  notices. 

The  total  number  of  reports  submitted  was  134. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment 
Act,  1890,  17  notices  have  been  given  to  occupiers  of  houses 
with  common  passages,  calling  their  attention  to  the  regu¬ 
lations  with  regard  to  cleaning  such  passages. 

After  letters  and  notices  from  this  Department,  a  con¬ 
siderable  amount  of  work  has  been  carried  out  during  the 
year.  169  houses  have  been  put  into  tenantable  condition, 
including  general  repairs,  whitewashing,  papering,  &c., 
and  in  89  cases,  roofs,  guttering  or  spouting  have  been  re¬ 
paired.  The  surfaces  of  yards,  chiefly  at  the  rear  of  dwell¬ 
ings,  have  been  repaved  or  repaired  in  95  instances.  The 
pathways  in  front  of  the  houses  in  Chaundy’s  Place,  Para¬ 
dise  Square,  the  surfaces  of  Turner’s  Yard,  St.  Ebbe,  and 
of  Stein’s  Yard,  Upper  Fisher  Row,  and  a  large  portion 
of  the  surface  in  front  of  the  houses  situated  in  Wyatt’s 
Yard,  St.  Aldate’s,  have  been  paved.  Additional  closet 
accommodation  has  been  provided  for  Bookbinders’  Yard, 
three  extra  closets  being  built ;  and  also  for  Stein’s  Yard,  four 
new  water  closets  erected  in  place  of  two  dilapidated  ones. 

A  summary  of  the  various  works  executed  during  the  year 
is  given  in  the  annexed  table. 
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Description  of  Works  carried  out. 

After  letters  or  notices 
from 

Inspector. 

Committee. 

Houses  cleansed,  repaired,  and  limewashed 
(wholly  or  partly)  .... 

94 

32 

Houses  put  in  good  order  (general  repairs) 

29 

14 

House  roofs  repaired  .... 

23 

15 

Spouting,  &c.,  repaired  or  refixed 

37 

14 

Cases  of  overcrowding  remedied 

20 

5 

New  water  closets  constructed  . 

4 

1 2 

Washhouses  repaired,  limewashed,  &c. 

46 

7 

Closets  repaired,  limewashed,  &c. 

<55 

1 7 

Drains  cleared  ...... 

141 

20 

New  drains  laid  ..... 

15 

2 

Drains  repaired,  ventilated,  &c. 

31 

2 

New  glazed  scullery  sinks  fixed 

44 

7 

New  drain  traps  fixed  .... 

15 

3 

Waste  pipes  fixed  to  scullery  sinks  . 

19 

6 

New  closet  pans  fixed  . 

35 

6 

Houses  supplied  with  City  water 

1 

2 

Closets  supplied  with  water  (fittings  re¬ 
paired)  . 

95 

1 6 

Yards  repaved  or  paving  repaired 

72 

23 

Nuisances  from  swine  (removed) 

13 

2 

Accumulations  of  manure  and  refuse  re¬ 
moved  . 

33 

2 

Entrances  to  yards  and  courts  cleansed 
and  limewashed  .... 

7 

1 

Smoke  nuisances  abated  .... 

5 

.  , 

Other  nuisances  abated  .... 

34 

4 

Total  number  of  nuisances  or  defects 
remedied  ..... 

878 

212 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts. 
Referring-  to  my  last  report  it  is  satisfactory  to  record  the 
opening  of  Dover’s  Row  re-named  as  Wingfield  Street. 

No  closing  orders  have  been  applied  for  during  the  year. 

Overcrowding. 

According  to  the  particulars  recorded,  there  are  a  number 
of  houses  in  Oxford  with  insufficient  accommodation  for  the 
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families  living-  therein.  Owing,  however,  to  the  scarcity  of 
suitable  houses,  only  those  cases  where  gross  overcrowding 
existed  have  been  dealt  with.  In  25  instances  overcrowding 
has  been  remedied,  viz.  : — 

After  Inspector’s  notices  ...  ...  20 

After  notices  from  Committee  ...  5 

Of  these,  15  removed  to  larger  premises,  and  in  10  cases  the 
number  of  occupants  were  reduced. 

The  above  do  not  include  cases  wThich  occurred  in  Regis¬ 
tered  Houses  let  in  Lodgings. 

The  following  details  of  the  worst  cases  may  be  of  interest  : 

(1)  St.  Ebbe’s.  1  sitting  room  and  1  bedroom,  655  and 

528  cubic  feet  respectively.  Man  and  wife,  son  6, 
daughters  15,  11,  9;  woman,  and  son  15. 

(2)  St.  EbbeJs.  1  sitting  room,  washhouse,  and  2  bed¬ 

rooms,  988  and  840  cubic  feet  respectively.  Man 
and  wife,  sons  21,  19,  16,  9,  7,  daughters  13,  3. 

(3)  St.  Ebbe’s.  1  sitting  room  and  2  bedrooms,  1,072 

and  1,024  cubic  feet  respectively.  Man  and  wife, 
sons  17,  15,  10,  5,  1,  daughters  13,  9,  baby. 

(4)  St.  Ebbe’s.  1  sitting  room  and  2  bedrooms,  1,072 

and  1,024  cubic  feet  respectively.  Man  and  wife, 
sons  16,  14,  1 2,  10,  6,  9  months,  daughter  3. 

(5)  St.  EbbeJs.  1  sitting  room  and  1  bedroom,  764  and 

1,062  cubic  feet  respectively.  Mother,  adult 
daughter,  son’s  wife  and  2  children. 

(6)  St.  Ebbe’s.  1  sitting  room,  washhouse,  and  2  bed¬ 

rooms,  568  and  322  cubic  feet  respectively.  Man, 

2  adult  sons  and  2  adult  daughters. 

(7)  St.  Ebbe’s.  1  sitting  room,  scullery,  and  3  bed¬ 

rooms,  1,300,  555  and  495  cubic  feet  respectively. 
The  small  bedroom  was  not  used.  Woman, 
adult  son,  daughters  22,  12,  3  ;  lodgers,  man  and 
wife,  son  2,  daughter  8. 

(8)  St.  Thomas ’.  2  sitting  rooms  and  washhouse  and 

3  bedrooms,  1,140,  763  and  463  cubic  feet  respec- 
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tively.  Woman,  sons  16,  13,  11,  9,  5,  daughter 
17  ;  two  women  and  two  young  men,  lodgers. 

(9)  St.  Clement's.  1  sitting  room  and  1  bedroom,  ap¬ 

proximately  950  cubic  feet  in  each.  Woman  and 
sister,  sons  to,  9,  2,  daughter  8;  probably 

others. 

(10)  St.  Clement's.  2  sitting  rooms  and  2  bedrooms, 

700  and  450  cubic  feet  respectively.  Woman, 
sons  14,  13,  9,  daughters  12,  11,  and  man  lodger. 

Houses  Built. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Building  Inspector  for  the  following 
information  : — 

Houses  built.  Estimated  number. 

7/6  per  week  and  under. 


I9°3  " 

- 

- 

151 

63 

1904  - 

- 

- 

i59 

42 

1905  - 

- 

- 

196 

95 

1906 

- 

- 

185 

84 

1907  - 

- 

- 

LSI 

7 1 

w 

vO 

0 

CO 

1 

- 

- 

182 

61 

1909  - 

- 

“ 

LS2 

50 

Totals  - 

- 

1,176 

466 

Note. — It  should  be  m 

entioned  that  although  the  figures 

are  correct  in 

total,  one  year 

overlaps  another.  For  in- 

stance,  for  the 

year  1909  plans 

for  other  houses 

than  those 

shown  in  that 

year  have  been  submitted  but  not 

yet  built. 

Calls 

at  Office, 

Complaints  and  Letters. 

For  the  purpose  of  making  enquiries  and  for  other  business, 
7,271  calls  at  the  office  have  been  made,  and  323  complaints 
as  to  nuisances,  &c.,  have  been  registered  and  attended  to. 
A  large  amount  of  correspondence  has  been  received,  and 
upwards  of  1,060  letters  written. 
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Drain  Testing. 

In  16  instances  smoke  and  peppermint  vapour  tests  have 
been  applied  to  old  drains  with  the  result  that  to  were  found 
to  be  defective.  These  drains  have  since  been  put  in  a 
satisfactory  condition. 

Moveable  Dwellings. 

In  accordance  with  the  usual  custom  the  dwelling  vans  of 
persons  attending  the  various  fairs  in  Oxford  have  been 
inspected  in  order  to  ascertain  their  sanitary  condition. 
An  inspection  was  also  made  at  the  Circus  on  March  26th. 
Everything  was  found  satisfactory. 

The  annexed  table  gives  the  particulars  of  the  inspections 
at  each  fair,  the  figures  do  not  include  a  large  number  of 
itinerant  vendors  who  attended. 


Fair. 

Vans 
used  as 
dwellings 

Luggage 

wagons. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Gloucester  Green 

31 

48 

63 

36 

37 

St.  Giles’  - 

I  04 

149 

280 

133 

91 

St.  Clement’s 

5* 

6 * 

8 

6 

Totals 

140 

203 

35 1 

05 

128 

*  These  vans  were  in  private  yards. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

The  total  number  of  samples  procured  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  and  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst  (W.  W.  Fisher,  Esq.,  M.A.,  F.I.C.)  during 
the  year  was  67.  Of  these,  47  were  informal  test  samoles, 
obtained  without  disclosing  the  object  for  which  they  were 
purchased,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  character  of  the  trade 
carried  on  within  the  district.  With  two  exceptions  the 
formal  samples  were  reported  to  be  genuine  ;  1  margarine 
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was  found  to  contain  1*5  per  cent,  excess  of  water  above  the 
maximum  of  16  per  cent,  allowed  in  butter  or  margarine,  and 
1  milk  being  deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent  of  13  per  cent,  of  the 
natural  quantity. 

In  respect  to  the  margarine  no  proceedings  were  insti¬ 
tuted,  as  the  circumstances  were  such  that  it  was  considered 
sufficient  to  caution  the  vendor.  With  reference  to  the 
milk,  proceedings  were  commenced  against  the  vendor  but 
subsequently  withdrawn. 

Of  the  informal  or  test  samples,  44  were  reported  satis¬ 
factory  and  three  adulterated,  viz.  : — 

Flour  with  added  ‘  Blanc.  ’  ‘  Blanc  ’  was  certified  to  be 

acid  phosphate  of  calcium. 

Milk.—  The  sample  was  obtained  from  the  counter,  and 
found  deficient  in  fat  13  per  cent,  of  the  natural  quantity  ;  a 
subsequent  sample  proved  satisfactory.  The  vendor  was 
cautioned  as  to  the  first  sample,  and  has  since  obtained  a 
plunger  specially  made  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  milk 
well  mixed. 

Soda  Water. — This  sample  was  certified  to  be  aerated 
water,  not  ‘  Soda  Water.  ’  In  two  instances  the  quality  of 
the  water  used  for  making  Soda  Water  was  open  to  ques- 
tion,  and  a  sample  of  water  was  obtained  in  each  case  from 
the  factories,  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst,  who  re¬ 
ported  favourably  on  them. 

Remarks  on  other  samples  : — 

Rice,—  Each  sample  of  rice  had  a  facing  of  mineral 
matter,  but  not  to  an  objectionable  amount. 

Vinegar. — The  sample  of  vinegar  contained  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  ‘vinegar  eels,’  minute  thread  worms.  The  sample 
was  genuine  brewed  vinegar,  but  not  ol  satisfactory 

quality. 

Cream. — The  samples  of  cream  were  procured  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  a  visit  I  received  from  J.  Cornelius,  Esq.,  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  on  April  21st.  A  portion  of  each 
sample  was  forwarded  by  request  to  the  Board  of  Agri- 
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culture.  One  sample  contained  o'22  per  cent,  of  boric  acid, 
and  the  other  o' 19  per  cent. 

Milk-blended  Butter. — This  sample  contained  only  1 1  per 
cent,  of  water,  being  less  than  the  24  per  cent,  stated  on  the 
wrapper. 

One  vendor  was  cautioned  for  having  Margarine  exposed 
for  sale  and  not  marked  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  of 
the  Margarine  Act. 

On  September  8th,  James  Evans,  Esq.,  an  Inspector  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture,  conferred  with  me  with  reference 
to  the  working  of  these  Acts  in  your  district. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  the  various 
articles  submitted  for  analysis,  together  with  the  results, 
during  the  year  ending  December  31st  : — 


Formal. 

Informal. 

Article. 

Genuine 

Adul¬ 

terated 

Total. 

Genuine 

Adul¬ 

terated 

Total. 

1  Bradlac’  (milk-blended 
butter)  . 

I 

I 

Bread  .... 

2 

2 

Butter  .... 

5 

5 

6 

6 

Cake  .... 

2 

2 

Cheese 

•  • 

3 

3 

Cream  .... 

.  # 

2 

2 

Demerara  Sugar  . 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Flour  .... 

.  , 

3 

I 

4 

Ground  Rice 

2 

2 

Lard  .... 

1 

1 

Margarine  . 

I 

1 

,  , 

#  # 

Milk  .... 

10 

I 

1 1 

3 

I 

4 

Oatmeal 

4 

4 

Pearl  Barley 

,  . 

2 

2 

Pepper 

I 

1 

t  # 

•  • 

,  , 

Rice  .... 

.  . 

6 

.  . 

3 

Soda  Water 

5 

I 

6 

Vinegar 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

3 

Totals 

18 

2 

20 

44 

3 

47 
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Unsound  Food. 

The  following  articles  have  been  destroyed  as  being  unfit 
for  the  food  of  man  : — 


Bananas 

Rhubarb 

Cod  (Headless) 

Haddocks  (Filletted) 

Chitterlings 

Cherries 

Gooseberries  ... 

Herrings 

Dates 
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1 15  bundles. 

280  lbs. 

14  » 

4i  >  > 

4  „ 

4  n 

600  (1  package). 
30  lbs.  (24  boxes). 


The  carcase  of  a  pig  affected  with  tuberculosis  was  de¬ 
stroyed  by  order  of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

One  butcher  was  cautioned  as  to  fluky  livers,  and  seveial 
vendors  were  cautioned  for  exposing  for  sale  unsound  fruit, 
and  required  to  sort  the  same.  A  large  amount  of  slightly 
unsound  fruit  was  voluntarily  destroyed. 


Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Orders. 

The  premises  of  the  persons  registered  have  been  fre¬ 
quently  inspected,  and,  generally,  found  to  be  in  order.  The 

total  number  of  persons  registered  is  63. 

During  the  month  of  April,  leaflets  dealing  with  ‘  cleanli¬ 
ness  in  the  dairy  ’  and  ‘  dirty  milk  ’  were  issued  to  all  per¬ 
sons  registered.  In  June  I  called  attention  to  the  sale  of 
milk  by  ‘general’  shopkeepers,  where  the  milk  is  frequently 
kept  in  open  pans  exposed  to  all  sorts  of  contamination. 

Slaughter-Houses. 

There  are  29  slaughter-houses  within  the  district,  24 
registered  and  5  licensed  annually.  The  premises  have  been 
inspected  regularly,  and  found,  with  a  few  exceptions,  to  be 

kept  in  accordance  with  the  By-laws. 

One  person  has  been  cautioned  for  slaughtering  on  un¬ 
licensed  premises. 

One  new  licence  has  been  granted. 
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Offensive  Trades. 

The  premises  whereon  offensive  trades  are  carried  on 
have  been  inspected.  The  Council,  under  the  provisions  of 
Section  112  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  two  instances 
renewed  their  consent  to  the  carrying  on  of  the  trade  of 
tripe  boiling  for  the  term  of  one  year  at  premises  situated 
in  Circus  Yard. 

It  has  been  necessary  to  call  the  owner’s  attention  to  the 
drainage  of  one  of  the  premises  in  Circus  Yard,  the  drain  not 
being  adapted  for  the  required  purpose.  The  occupier  will 
shortly  vacate  the  premises. 

An  application  to  establish  an  offensive  trade  in  Castle 
Street  has  been  refused,  and  a  similar  application  referring 
to  premises  situated  in  Dale  Street,  St.  Ebbe’s,  is  pending. 

Common  Lodging-Houses. 

When  the  additional  powers  under  the  provisions  of 
Part  V.  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907, 
and  also  of  the  proposed  new  By-Laws,  are  put  into  force, 
it  is  hoped  that  the  Common  Lodging-Houses  in  Oxford  will 
be  brought  up  to  a  higher  standard.  As  regards  cleanliness, 
owing  to  the  systematic  inspection,  the  general  condition  of 
the  Lodging-Houses  is  satisfactory.  In  all,  85  inspections 
have  been  made  during  the  year. 

The  four  Common  Lodging-Houses,  with  a  total  of  25 
rooms,  are  registered  to  accommodate  79  lodgers. 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings. 

During  the  year  the  Council  resolved  to  apply  the  By¬ 
laws  to  the  undermentioned  houses  : — 

22  Pembroke  Street,  St.  Aldate’s. 

98  Blackfriars  Road,  St.  Ebbe’s. 

99  Blackfriars  Road,  St.  Ebbe’s. 

1  Littlegate  Square. 
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ig  St.  Aldate’s  Street. 

2  Princes  Street,  St.  Ebbe’s. 

22  Pembroke  Street,  St.  Aldate’s,  and  99  Blackfriars 
Road,  have  since  been  occupied  as  private  houses. 

All  registered  houses  have  been  inspected  frequently,  3 70 
inspections  being  recorded  for  the  year. 

The  notice  pending  at  the  close  of  1908,  to  provide  addi¬ 
tional  closet  accommodation  for  the  houses  situate  in  Book¬ 
binders’  Yard,  has  been  complied  with.  Three  new  w.c.’s 
were  built,  and  extra  facilities  provided  for  the  supply  of 
drinking-water. 

Eight  notices  relating  to  defects,  &c.,  and  two  with  regard 
to  overcrowding,  were  issued  by  order  of  the  Sanitary  Com¬ 
mittee,  and  with  one  exception  complied  with. 


Canal  Boats  Acts. 


With  a  view  to  give  effect  to  the  provisions  of  the  Canal 
Boats  Acts  and  Regulations,  78  inspections  of  canal  boats 
have  been  made  during  the  year.  It  is  satisfactory  to  record 
that  only  four  infringements  were  met  with,  viz,  : — 
Certificates  ...  ...  ...  2 

Painting  ...  ...  ...  1 

Separation  of  sexes  ...  ...  1 

Preliminary  notices  were  served  and  duly  complied  with. 
Accompanying  the  canal  boats  inspected  were  89  men,  39 
women  and  47  children. 


of  the  children  were  given  as  under  : 


The  ages 

Girls. 


Under  1  year  -  2 

1  to  5  years  -  20 

5  to  10  „  -  -  3 

10  to  12  -  -  1 


Boys 

Under  1  year  -  2 

1  to  5  years  -  -  4 

5  to  10  „  -  -9 

10  to  14  „  -  -  6 


2 1 


26 


46 


Only  17  canal  boats  are  registered  at  Oxford.  The  in¬ 
spections  include  a  large  number  of  boats  registered  by  other 
authorities  and  plying  in  this  district. 

On  May  27th,  at  the  request  of  H.M.  Inspector  under 
the  Canal  Boats  Acts  (Owen  J.  Llewellyn,  Esq.),  I  forwarded 
to  him  a  special  report  dealing  with  the  boats  inspected  in 
this  district  since  1st  January,  1908,  for  the  purpose  of  a 
Census  of  Canal  Boats. 


Removal  of  House  Refuse. 

The  arrangements  for  the  removal  and  disposal  of  house 
refuse  remain  practically  the  same  as  in  previous  years.  At 
times  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  obtaining  suitable 
shoots  at  a  convenient  distance  for  the  disposal  of  the  refuse 
collected. 

The  number  of  loads  removed  during  the  year  was  17,136, 
as  against  15,656  for  the  year  1908.  This  shows  an  in¬ 
crease  of  1,380  loads.  The  highest  numbers  of  loads  re¬ 
turned  for  any  one  day  are  given  as  80,  7 3,  72  and  70  re¬ 
spectively,  whilst  on  other  days  the  numbers  fell  as  low  as 
44)  45)  46  and  47. 

Since  February,  1908,  upwards  of  12,000  loads  of  house 
refuse,  &c. ,  have  been  deposited  on  the  Trap  Ground  Allot¬ 
ments  for  the  purpose  of  raising  them  above  flood  level. 
This  year  a  large  quantity  has  been  taken  to  East  Oxford 
Allotments  Extension.  In  each  instance  I  have  received 
thanks  and  appreciation  for  the  services  rendered,  and  also 
for  the  attention  given  by  my  foreman. 

It  is  hoped,  before  the  close  of  the  present  year,  that 
additions  will  be  made  to  the  number  of  sanitary  dust  bins 
provided  by  the  Corporation  for  the  use  of  occupiers  in 
common  yards.  We  have  now  18  such  bins,  and  they  are 
much  appreciated  by  those  who  have  the  privilege  to  use 
them. 


47 


Complaints  have  at  times  been  received  as  to  the  unsight¬ 
liness  caused  by  house  refuse  being  deposited  in  unsuitable 
receptacles. 

I  have  during  the  year  issued  719  notices  calling  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  householders  and  occupiers  to  the  regulations  re¬ 
lating  to  the  removal  of  house  refuse,  and  on  several  occa¬ 
sions  persuaded  occupiers  to  adopt  more  suitable  receptacles 
for  the  temporary  deposit  of  house  refuse. 

It  is  estimated  that  152  houses  have  been  built  during  the 
year. 

Some  idea  of  the  work  in  connection  with  the  removal  of 
house  refuse  and  street  cleansing  may  be  gathered  from  the 
following  table  : — 


Month. 

Number  of  Loads  removed. 

House  Refuse. 

Sweepings. 

Total. 

January 

1,467 

659  1 

3.058 

February  . 

629  3 

6°73 

2,366 

March 

1,476 

1,701 

3,177 

April  .... 

1,261 

879 

2,140 

May  .... 

■>655 

6°43 

2,698 

June  .... 

6346 

961 

2,3°7 

July  .... 

63°i 

723 

2,024 

August 

!,53i 

872 

2,403 

September  . 

63i2 

945 

2,257 

October 

>,5°i 

1,292 

2,793 

1  November  . 

i,525 

63  r9 

2,844 

December  . 

I  ,468 

6385 

2,853 

Totals. 

17,136 

i3T84 

30,920 

The  annexed  table  shows  the  number  of  loads  ol  house 
refuse  and  sweepings  removed  during  the  past  10  years.  It 
will  be  seen  that  there  is  an  increase  of  9,926  loads,  viz., 
4,662  house  refuse  and  5,264  sweepings. 


Year. 

Number  of  Loads  removed. 

House  Refuse. 

Sweepings  or  Mud. 

Total. 

1900 

12,474 

8,52° 

20,994 

1901 

1 2,604 

8,919 

21,523 

l  902 

i2,9°5 

8,923 

2  1,828 

I9°3 

!3,03° 

8,953 

2I,983 

1904 

13>224 

10,220 

23,444 

1905 

I3,s92 

10,089 

23,9Sl 

I  906 

14,087 

10,3  37 

24,424 

1 9°7 

14,642 

12,689 

27,33! 

1908 

r  5,656 

1 2,608 

28,264 

I9°9 

17,136 

13,784 

3°,920 

The  figures  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  tables  do  not  in¬ 
clude  the  removal  of  snow. 


Street  Cleansing. 

There  are,  approximately,  52  miles  of  streets  in  the  City. 
From  these  13,784  loads  of  sweepings  and  mud  have  been 
swept  up  and  removed,  also  1,159  loads  of  snow.  Special 
attention  has  always  been  given  to  the  principal  streets, 
and  at  times  it  has  been  deemed  necessary  to  sweep 
these  twice,  and  sometimes  thrice,  daily.  The  cross  roads 
at  Carfax,  also  Holywell  and  St.  Ebbe’s  Streets,  have,  on 
occasions,  been  swilled  and  well  swept.  In  spite  of  the 
large  quantity  of  gravel  and  chippings  spread  on  the  roads 
for  the  convenience  of  traffic  (each  load  is  estimated  to  pro¬ 
duce  from  two  to  three  loads  of  mud)  the  roads  have  been 
kept  in  a  fair  condition  generally. 

The  breaking  up  of  the  tarred  surface  of  Iffiey  and  Wood- 
stock  Roads,  due  no  doubt  to  the  inclement  weather  and 
also  the  tenacious  character  of  the  mud  on  these  roads, 
caused,  at  times,  a  considerable  amount  of  trouble. 
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The  work  of  street  cleansing  is  always  heavier  in  the 
winter  months,  a  time  when  there  is  also  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  loads  of  house  refuse  removed,  and  in  order  to 
show  how  the  work  varies,  I  give  the  following-  figures  i — 
On  January  4th,  5th,  6th  and  7th,  154,  150,  102  and  57 
loads  of  mud  or  sweepings  respectively  were  swept  up  and 
carted  away;  on  February  1st,  2nd,  3rd  and  4th,  139,  86,  103 
and  64  loads  respectively  were  dealt  with  ;  on  March  8th,  9th, 
10th,  nth  and  12th  the  numbers  for  each  day  were  70,  107, 
I38,  104  and  37;  and  on  December  22nd,  23rd  and  24th,  98, 
15 1  and  91  loads  were  carted  away. 

On  some  days  the  numbers  fell  as  low  as  17  and  18. 


Removal  of  Snow. 

Snow  fell  at  the  close  of  1908  and  during  the  first  two 
days  of  January,  1909.  744  loads  of  snow  were  carted  away. 

Snow  also  fell  on  the  evening  of  the  26th  February  and  on  the 
27th.  120  loads  were  carted  away,  and  on  March  3rd,  4th, 

5th  and  6th,  94,  50,  26  and  20  loads  respectively  were  re¬ 
moved. 


Dust  Prevention. 

The  following  particulars  are  from  the  City  Engineer’s 
Department  : — 

Under  the  direction  of  the  Highways  Committee  the 
undermentioned  roads  were  ‘  Tarsprayed  ’  during  the 
summer  : — 

The  whole  length  of  Woodstock  and  Iffley  Roads,  Ban¬ 
bury  Road  from  Keble  Road  to  South  Parade,  Summertown, 
together  with  portions  of  the  lateral  roads  connecting  with 
them;  also  Leckford,  Farndon  and  St.  John’s  Roads,  and 
that  portion  of  Botley  Road  between  Osney  Bridge  and  Bin- 
sey  Lane. 

The  total  area  of  road  treated  was  about  80,000  square 
yards,  about  one-half  receiving  two  coats,  and  the  cost  was 
approximately  ^400. 
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A  considerable  area  of  tar  macadam  roads  was  also  re¬ 
faced  with  fresh  material. 

Cleansing  of  Footpaths,  &c. 

The  work  of  cleansing  street  crossings,  footpaths  over 
bridges,  and  other  pavements  for  which  the  Corporation 
are  responsible,  has  been  regularly  carried  out  by  the  staff 
of  the  Sanitary  Department.  The  small  trucks,  specially 
fitted  with  hose  and  reel,  and  the  flushing  taps  fixed  for  the 
purpose,  proving  a  great  assistance  in  this  direction. 

Flushing  taps  have  this  year  been  provided  for  the  Cab 
Ranks,  with  the  result  that  the  surfaces  of  the  ranks  have 
been  more  effectually  cleansed. 

Watering. 

Street  watering  was  commenced  on  the  3rd  of  April  and 
continued  as  required  until  September  21st.  On  October 
6th,  owing  to  a  very  drying  wind,  the  main  thoroughfares 
were  again  watered. 

Sunday  watering  was  again  continued  when  necessary,  the 
vans  being  engaged  on  17  occasions.  At  times  it  has  been 
difficult  to  decide  whether  the  roads  should  be  watered  or 
not,  but  on  the  whole  this  work  has  been  carried  out  satis¬ 
factorily. 

Isis  Street  Yard. 

The  adjoining  premises  vacated  by  the  Waterworks  De¬ 
partment  were  transferred  to  the  Sanitary  Department  at 
the  end  of  June,  the  additional  accommodation  thus  provided 
being  very  advantageous.  The  question  of  adapting  the 
premises  and  yard  for  the  required  purpose  has  received  the 
careful  consideration  of  your  committee;  plans,  &c.,  have 
been  prepared  by  the  City  Estates  Surveyor,  and  the  neces¬ 
sary  works  are  now  in  hand. 

The  cottage  adjoining  is  now  occupied  by  the  foreman  of 
the  Sanitary  Department. 
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The  plant  at  the  present  time  consists  of  : — 

26  dust  carts 
21  iron  tumbler  carts 
18  water  vans 

4  street  sweeping  machines 
13  orderly  trucks 

18  wheelbarrows 

5  handcarts 

2  snow  ploughs 

3  hose  trucks 
and  there  are  26  horses. 


Public  Conveniences. 

Two  public  conveniences  for  the  use  of  women  were  opened 
during  the  year.  The  one,  situated  on  The  Plain,  St. 
Clement’s,  on  Monday,  March22nd,  and  the  other,  near 
St.  Mary  Magdalen  Church,  on  Tuesday,  June  8th.  Two 
of  the  antiquated  urinals  were  closed  by  order  of  the  Sanitary 
Committee  on  Wednesday,  December  15th,  viz.,  those 
situated  on  Hythe  Bridge  and  Pacey’s  Bridge. 

The  annexed  table  gives  the  particulars  of  the  receipts  for 
the  year  : — 


Convenience. 

Lavatories. 

W.C.’s 

Total. 

■ 

Rewley  Road 

£  s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

6  8 

9 

23 

18 

1 1 

3° 

7 

8 

St.  Clement’s 

St.  Giles’ 

Blue  Boar  St. 

St.  Clement’s 

2  13 

4 

2 1 

32 

2 1 

I  2 

IO 

14 

1 

35 

24 

32 

2 1 

5 

10 

14 

5 

6* 

02 

(Ladies) 

3 

10 

7 

9 

6 

7 

13 

4 

St.  Giles’  (Ladies) 

8 

4 

1 7 

18 

0 

18 

6 

4 

Totals 

9  14 

3 

!25 

3 

4 

l34 

1 7 

7 
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The  conveniences  are  open  to  the  public  as  under  : 


Rewley  Road 


Weekdays,  7  a.m.  to  11.30  p.m. 


St.  Clement’s 
St.  Giles’ 


t  Sundays,  9  ,,  10.30 

f  Weekdays,  6  ,,  11.30 

l  Sundays,  6  ,,  10.30 

Blue  Boar  Street  Open  day  and  night. 

St.  Clement’s  (Ladies)  I  Weekdays,  8  a.m.  to  10  p.m. 
St.  Giles’  ..  I  Sundays,  9  „  9 


ft 


it 


tt 


tt 


tt 


Bathing  Places. 


The  Bathing  Places  were  opened  to  the  public  on  May  1st, 
and  as  the  weather  was  favourable  and  the  attendance  good 
at  the  end  of  the  season,  the  Bathing  Places  were  allowed  to 
remain  open  until  October  24th  from  6  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  on 
weekdays,  and  on  Sundays  as  usual.  The  additional  accom¬ 
modation  provided  for  the  Ladies’  Bathing  Place  at  Long 
Bridges  was  much  appreciated. 


Time  of  opening  : — 

Weekdays  : — 

During  May  from  6  a.m.  to  8  p.m. 

„  June  and  July  „  „  8.30  p.m. 

,,  August  ,,  „  8  p.m. 

„  September  „  „  7  „ 


Sundays  : — 

Tumbling  Ba}?  from  6  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Long  Bridges  (Males)  „  ,,12  ,, 

,,  ,,  (Females)  „  ,,  10  a.m. 

St.  Ebbe’s  ,,  ,,  ,, 

On  Mondays  and  Wednesdays,  from  3  to  5  p.m.,  and  all 
day  on  Fridays,  Tumbling  Bay  Bathing  Place  was  reserved 
for  the  use  of  females. 

By  the  kindness  of  Dr.  Williams,  the  Summerfields  Bath¬ 
ing  Place  was  again  open  to  residents  of  Summertown  and 
district  from  August  2nd  to  September  18th  inclusive. 

Weekdays,  from  7  to  10  a.m.,  and  from  5  to  8  p.m. 

Sundays,  from  7  to  10  a.m. 
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The  bathers  very  much  appreciated  the  facilities  given 
them. 

Free  Ferry. 

For  the  purpose  of  reference  the  following  times  of  open¬ 
ing  are  reprinted  : — 


During  January 

from 

9  a.m. 

to  5  p.m. 

>> 

February 

tt 

tt 

5.30  p.m. 

March 

ft 

ft 

7 

tf 

April 

tt 

7 

tt 

8  „ 

tt 

May 

tt 

6 

tf 

00 

0 

tt 

June 

1 1 

tt 

9-15  „ 

>t 

July 

tt 

ft 

9-15  „ 

tt 

August 

tt 

tt 

8-3°  ,, 

tf 

September 

tt 

ft 

7-3°  „ 

ft 

October 

tt 

7 

tf 

6  „ 

tt 

November 

ft 

9 

tt 

5 

tt 

December 

tt 

tt 

5 

The  ferry  and  path  leading  thereto  were  closed  on  Novem¬ 
ber  8th  in  order  to  prevent  any  claim  as  a  public  right-of- 
way. 

Disinfection  of  Premises,  &c. 

In  326  instances  disinfection  of  rooms,  &c.,  have  been 
carried  out.  450  rooms  were  disinfected,  and  the  under¬ 
mentioned  articles  removed  for  the  purpose  of  being  disin¬ 
fected  by  means  of  the  steam  disinfector  at  the  City  Hos¬ 
pital  : —  , 


Beds  and  mattresses 

247 

Pillows  and  bolsters 

413 

Blankets 

349 

Carpets 

62 

Articles  of  clothing,  &c. 

CJ 

00 

0^ 

2°53 
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Bedding  destroyed  : — 


Beds  and  mattresses 
Pillows  and  bolsters 
Blanket 


18 

16 


i 
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The  work  of  cleansing  and  disinfecting  the  surfaces  of  the 
yards,  courts  and  passages  was  again  carried  out  frequently 
during  the  summer  months. 

This  work  has  been  much  appreciated  by  the  occupiers, 
and  has  not  only  encouraged  them,  but  taught  them  the 
advantages  of  keeping  the  yards,  &c. ,  clean. 

Several  of  the  entrance  passages  have  been  cleansed  and 
limewashed  by  the  owners. 


Prevention  of  Consumption. 


In  all  cases  where  application  is  made  to  the  Sanitary  De¬ 
partment  for  rooms  to  be  disinfected  with  a  view  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  consumption,  the  rooms  have  been  disinfected 
free  of  charge. 

This  year,  in  66  instances,  79  rooms  have  been  disinfected, 
and  in  some  cases  the  bedding. 

The  Sanitary  Committee  have  ordered  100  enamelled  iron 
notice  plates,  lettered  on  both  sides,  cautioning  the  public 
against  spitting.  The  notices  will  be  attached  to  lamp 
columns,  &c. ,  and  are  similar  to  those  of  the  Birmingham 
Corporation. 


Cattle  Market. 


The  work  in  connection  with  the  cleansing  and  disinfect¬ 
ing  of  the  Cattle  Market  has  been  regularly  carried  out  after 
each  weekly  market  by  the  staff  of  the  Sanitary  Department, 
in  order  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture. 
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When  the  new  surface  is  completed,  the  work  of  cleansing 
will  be  greatly  facilitated  and  the  cost  considerably  reduced. 
I  am  informed  that  the  use  of  disinfectants  will  not  then  be 
insisted  upon. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

THOS.  J.  HULL, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


